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Aims
• Discuss issues with LOC in neuroradiology 

• Review possible causes 

• Discuss management options

What this wont be:
• Rehash of all the lecture notes…..



DOI:
I am not a neuroradiologist
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“How can we objectively assess 
level of consciousness?” 



What was it like before? 

Four Score

GCS

AVPU



What are the causes?
**If the patient wakes up with a new hemiplegia…….  

…..it’s not the anaesthetic drugs**

Procedural

e.g. re-bleed,  
thrombosis

Patient

e.g. blocked  
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Anaesthetic

e.g. PCO2 
opioids

Further imaging



Context-sensitive half-life



Delayed Cerebral 
Ischaemia

Vasospasm
Vergouwen et al. 2010 Stroke



Management
Oxygen - (probably)

Airway — Guedel/NP 

Breathing — BVM ventilate/ABG 
Consider LMA/iGel 
When to intubate

Disability — GLUCOSE

Exposure — Check groin



Any Questions?


